Valley Music Academy Scholarship Guidelines, Contract, and Application
Valley Music Academy has scholarships which provide assistance for Tuition costs for most of its offerings, including Musikgarten, private studio lessons and the Valley Voices Children’s Choir.  Scholarship availability is determined by grant funding and the state of Valley Music Academy’s current financial budget.  Scholarships are only available to students through age 17.  To apply for a scholarship, please read this entire document, fill out the form completely, attach the required documents and return to the Valley Music Academy Office.   Mailing address is P.O. Box 1712 Waynesboro, VA 22980.
No matter when your scholarship application is granted, it will end on June 30th.  You must reapply for scholarships annually.  Scholarship applications are available for download at www.valleymusicacademy.org and must be submitted by the deadline to be considered for the following year.  Previous scholarship approval does not guarantee future scholarship availability.  
If your family’s financial situation changes, you will need to notify VMA and you will need to notify the office with these changes.  The scholarship committee will review this information and notify you of any changes, if any, in your scholarship assistance within four weeks.  During this review time, the original level of scholarship aid will continue to be provided.

In addition to the general VMA Policies, scholarship students are required to abide by the following guidelines:

· Scholarship students will be placed on probation with the first unexcused absence for a period of six weeks.  
· Two unexcused absences within six weeks will result in termination of the scholarship.  Refer to VMA Studio Policies for excused absence procedures.
· Private studio student practice time must be recorded and initialed by the parent.  If practice time does not consistently meet the teacher’s expectations, the teacher may recommend termination of the scholarship to the Board of Directors Scholarship Committee.  
· Private studio students are required to attend all VMA performance functions, especially the spring student recital, but also faculty recitals and concerts.

· Scholarship recipients are required to participate in all requested fundraisers.
The scholarship student’s Materials and Registration fees must be paid by the student/parent.  Every effort will be made to keep material costs at a reasonable rate.

Please sign below acknowledging that you have read and understand the above policies, and that the supplied information is correct and accurate.

Parent: _______________________________________________  Date: ___________

Student: ______________________________________________  Date: ___________

Valley Music Academy Scholarship Committee

PO Box 1712   •   Waynesboro, VA 22980   •   (540)942-8648

Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________

Age: __________________  Date of Birth: __________________   Grade: ________________

Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s): ____________________________________________________

Home phone: (         )_____________________ Other phone: (        )_____________________  

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Address (Street) _______________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________
Name of School: ______________________________________________________________

Program Scholarship Applied For:    □ Valley Voices      □ Private Studio     □ MusikGarten 

Requested start date for scholarship: ________________________________________

Have you received a scholarship in the past?  _______ Yes         _______No

If Yes, what was it for, and at what financial level was the scholarship?
______________________________________________________________________

Annual Gross Household income: __________________________________________

Number of Dependents living in household: _______________________

The following documentation is required:

· Copies of the most recent year’s tax return or W-2’s if not required to file
· Copies of 2 most recent paycheck stubs from all receiving income in household

· Proof of other sources of income (i.e. Social security, disability, unemployment, etc.)

· Any other additional documentation showing household income

Please provide the following short letters:

· A written recommendation from the current music instructor.  If you have none, please provide written recommendation from a past school teacher.  The recommendation must include the name and phone number of the teacher writing the referral.

· A hand written letter from the student explaining the following:

· Why are you seeking music instruction?

· What benefits do you hope to derive from music instruction at VMA?

· Could music play a role in your future?  If so, how?

Only complete applications with all requested documentation will be considered.
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